
ARPA Artist Grant
Q&A Session



Grant Timeline
April 21, 11:59 PM – Application Deadline
April – May – Grant Review Period
June 1 – Grant Period Begins
Early June – Notifications, Orientation Sessions + First 
Payment
September 1 – Project Check-In Deadline
November 1 – Grant Period Ends
December 1 – Final Report Deadline 
Early December – Final Reports Reviewed + Second Payment 

(Logo from 1997)



Grant Summary
The Montana ARPA Artist Grant provides 
funds to Montana-based individual artists 
and artist collectives to carry out specific 
projects and activities.

From the NEA: “This is considered a 
stipend to the artist for the work 
undertaken and completed during the 
subaward’s period of performance.” 

Award Amounts: $2,500 - $10,000

50% Paid Upon Approval + 50% Paid 
Upon Approval of Final Report 

(Logo from 1985)



Grant Criteria

Artistic Merit
Connection of the project to the artistic 
practice of the applicant
Potential for the project to reach new 
audiences or reach underserved groups 
as identified by the National Endowment 
of the Arts

Supporting Evidence
Artistic Excellence
Arts resume, work samples, press articles, artist 
website or social media, narrative responses

Artistic Merit
Letter(s) of support, arts resume, work 
samples, website and/or social media, 
narrative responses

Project Feasibility
Budget, project timeline, letters of support or 
agreement with partner artists & organizations, 
project plans, demonstrated track record of 
success

Artistic Excellence
Professionalism of the artist, quality of 
the artwork or services that the project 
will involve, as appropriate to the 
project

Project Feasibility
Ability to carry out the project based on the 
appropriateness of the budget, the proposed timeline, 
the quality and clarity of the project activities and 
goals, the resources and partners involved, and the 
qualifications of the project's personnel



Project Budget

Total expenses should match award 
Amount

Key piece of evidence for project 
feasibility

Don’t forget to pay yourself and other 
artists for their work

Upload as .XLS, .XLSX, or .PDF Please!



Final Report
Due December 1
Provide documentation of completed 
project: images, video/audio 
recordings, press articles, etc. 
Second grant payment contingent on 
approval of final report 



Tips + 
Recommendations

Make use of the ARPA Applicant Resources at https://art.mt.gov/arpa
Call or email staff with questions before you click “Submit”!
Start soon and revisit often before deadline (there are no bonus points for early 
submission)
Don’t wait until 11:58 P.M. to submit 
Be concise in your narrative responses 
Include evidence & more evidence in the Supplemental Materials section
Focus on feasibility: consider keeping your project scope narrow
Double-Check uploads & links
Refer back to the grant criteria often during the drafting process

https://art.mt.gov/arpa


Staff 
Contacts

Brian Moody, 406-444-4700, brian.moody2@mt.gov

Monica Grable, 406-444-6522, monica.grable@mt.gov

Ginny Newman, 406-444-6354, ginny.newman@mt.gov

Kristin Burgoyne, 406-444-6449, kburgoyne@mt.gov
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